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The  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


INTRODUCTION. 

Circumstances  have  rendered  difficult  the  issue  of  a  report  in  its  normal 
form  and  this  skeleton  report  containing-  the  essential  facts  and  figures  is  offered 
in  its  place. 

Up  to  the  end  of  August  we  were  at  peace  although  the  gathering-  storm 
clouds  were  there  for  all  to  see.  From  September  until  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
effect  of  the  war  was  mainly  felt  in  the  enlistment  of  our  young  men  and  the 
rapidly  gathering  momentum  of  the  industrial  war  machine. 

Early  in  the  war  we  acted  as  the  detraining  centre  for  some  2,000  mothers 
and  children  evacuated  from  Manchester  to  the  reception  areas.  The  marshalling 
of  these,  their  medical  examination  and  temporary  care  was  undertaken  by  women 
officers  of  the  Health  Department,  powerfully  aided  in  material  and  service  by 
members  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service. 

The  organisation  of  Air  Raid  Precautions  has  occupied  a  great  deal  of  the 
time  and  energies  of  the  staff.  The  recruitment  and  training  of  men  and  women 
to  fit  them  for  service  in  First  Aid  Posts,  First  Aid  Parties,  as  Stretcher  Bearers 
at  Hospitals,  and  women  for  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve  has  been  greatly  helped 
by  the  almost  whole-time  voluntary  services  of  Mr.  Millington,  Mr.  Hodgkinson, 
and  Miss  Moore  and  Miss  Eccles,  all  senior  officers  of  the  Order  of  St.  John. 

Our  Air  Raid  Precautions  arrangements  include  the  manning  of  four  depots 
with  two  parties  of  First  Aid  men  at  each,  with  an  organised  system  of  relief  and 
capable  of  extension  by  a  rota  of  volunteers,  up  to  six  parties  at  each. 

There  are  three  First  Aid  Posts,  staffed  by  a  cadre  of  trained  women  and 
again  capable  of  rapid  extension  of  personnel  to  the  required  number.  Thanks 
to  the  Matron  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  it  has  been  possible  to  arrange  for  all  the 
staff  to  have  periods  of  service  in  the  Outpatient  Department  and  so  to  gain 
practical  experience  of  the  highest  value.  Drs.  Russell,  Holden  and  Blackburn 
have  held  frequent  practices  designed  to  give  the  whole  staff  a  good  knowledge  of 
their  duties.  The  Ambulance  Section,  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  Weir,  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector,  possesses  19  first  line  ambulances,  while  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  the  conversion  at  short  notice  of  commercial  vans,  now  in  private  use. 
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There  are  two  mobile  units — single  decker  buses  with  the  seats  replaced  by 
special  equipment.  These,  staffed  by  doctors  and  nurses  from  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
are  to  be  used  as  mobile  First  Aid  Posts  at  incidents  remote  from  fixed  posts,  or 
to  reinforce  first  aid  in  the  event  of  heavy  casualties.  For  the  rapid  transfer  of 
cases  from  the  ambulances  to  the  hospital  wards  we  have  a  voluntary  provision 
of  stretcher  bearers  at  both  the  Royal  Infirmary  and  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital. 

Immediatelv  on  the  outbreak  of  war  the  educational  machine  was  re-arrang-ed 
so  as  to  give  a  maximum  amount  of  protection  to  the  children.  In  effect,  the 
change  was  so  designed  as  to  allow  the  attendance  of  children  whose  homes  were 
within  400  yards  of  a  school  until  such  times  as  material  protection  could  be  pro¬ 
vided.  This,  combined  with  the  conversion  of  two  of  our  clinics  into  First  Aid 
Posts,  and  the  termination  of  the  lease  of  the  third,  revolutionised  our  School 
Medical  Service  in  that  the  Service  had  to  be  taken  almost  in  its  entirety  to  the 
children,  instead  of  the  children  coming  to  the  clinics.  This  has  been  done  by 
arranging  frequent  regular  visits  to  the  schools  by  the  doctors  and  nurses  and 
by  the  provision  of  travelling  Dental  Vans. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  massing  together  of  mothers  and  children  at  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  curtail  a  good  deal  of  the  work 
carried  out  hitherto,  such  as  tea,  lectures  and  demonstrations.  In  place  of  Cuttle 
Street  Clinic,  now  a  First  Aid  Post,  we  have  taken  over  St.  Matthew’s  V  icarage 
which  is  proving  to  be  a  great  asset  in  our  work. 

The  general  health  of  the  borough  has  been  satisfactory.  There  have  been 
no  great  epidemics,  the  death  rate  is  low.  Infant  mortality  reached  a  record  low 
figure.  Maternal  mortality  was  3-34  Per  1,000  live  births.  This  figure,  though 
slightlv  higher  than  last  year,  was  lower  than  the  average  of  the  last  five  years. 

Sanitary  work  has  had  to  be  curtailed  in  some  directions  and  expanded  in 
others.  Service  demands  depleted  the  staff  in  the  early  months  of  the  war,  and 
replacement  has  been  difficult  and  partial.  Some  of  our  activities,  in  which  we 
had  already  accumulated  a  good  deal  of  valuable  experience,  such  as  Housing 
Inspection,  Shops  Act,  and  routine  inspections  of  the  districts,  had  to  be  dropped 
entirely  to  make  way  for  the  heavy  work  of  housing  and  equipping*  Belgian 
refugees;  at  a  later  stage  of  finding  accommodation  for  children  from  Manchester, 
and  later  still  the  very  arduous  and  thankless  task  of  billeting  munition  workers. 
Overcrowding-  under  these  circumstances  has  become  rather  the  standard  than 
the  exception,  and  I  would  like  to  say  that  the  patience  and  good  humour  of  both 
billetees  and  hosts,  sometimes  concealed  under  a  cloud  of  grumbling,  is  worthy  of 
praise. 
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Diminished  staff  and  increased  duties  in  new  directions  infcis  ordinary  duties 
undone.  At  the  time  of  writing-  the  shortage  of  labour  and  material  prevents 
repairs  being  carried  out,  so  that  there  is  bound  to  be  a  deterioration  in  the 
standard  of  housing  and  hygiene  which  had  been  so  painstakingly  built  up  in  the 
interval  between  the  wars.  On  the  brighter  side  it  must  be  admitted  that  our 
children  and  young  people  enteied  the  war  period  far  better  prepared  than  were 
children  and  young  people  in  the  last  war.  The  present-day  parents  have  a 
greater  knowledge,  the  standards  of  care,  feeding,  clothing  and  hygiene  are  far 
higher  and  with  it  they  have  a  greater  sense  of  responsibility.  Further,  the  State 
and  Municipality  have  together  filled  in  many  of  the  gaps  which  the  poorer  section 
of  the  community  could  not  undertake  by  themselves.  The  immense  strides 
made  in  education,  hospital  and  maternity  provision  and  medical  services 
generally,  together  with  developments  in  Poor  Law  administration  and  National 
Health  Insurance  have  borne  fruit. 

We  are,  therefore,  in  a  better  position  from  the  health  point  of  view,  to  with¬ 
stand  the  onset  of  totalitarian  war,  whatever  horrors  it  may  produce. 

Thanking  members  of  the  Council  for  their  courteous  consideration  and 
sympathetic  attitude  to  our  work. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  SHARPE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


7 


A. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,757  acres. 

Population  (mid  1939)  ...  112,800  (for  Birth  Rate). 

112,400  (for  Death  Rate). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  33,780 
(end  of  1939) 


Summary  of  Social  and  Vital  Statistics. 

Total  cost  of  the  services  administered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  and  the  Schools  Medical  Service 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee  for  the  year  ending 
March  31st,  1939,  was  as  follows  : 


Expenditure 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

£93.034  os. 

6d. 

Income 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

£19.941  os. 

5d. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Birth  Rate 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

1629 

824 

805 

14.44 

Illegitimate 

84 

39 

45 

0.74 

No.  of  Still  Births  ... 

84 

Rate 

per  1,000  Total 

Births  49 

Deaths — Nett  ...  i,535  Rate  (corrected)  per  1,000  population. ..15. 16 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  44.06 


Number  of  Marriages — 1200. 


Marriage  Rate — 10.67. 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child  birth  : — 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  Live  and  Still  Births 
From  Sepsis  ...  ...2  1.11 

From  other  causes  ...  4  2.23 


Death  rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 
Legitimate — 58.  Illegitimate — 59.  Total — 58. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  Measles  at  all  ages 

,,  Whooping  Cough 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 


204 


4 

8 
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B. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

1,  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority.  See  previous  reports. 

2.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General 

The  Council  contributes  ^200  per  annum  to  the  Preston  District  Nursing 
Association,  and  is  represented  on  the  committee  of  management.  The 
Association  is  organised  into  ward  committees.  The  Provident  .Scheme 
provides  a  substantial  portion  of  the  revenue.  The  work  during  1939  showed  a 
large  -increase  over  that  done  in  1938.  The  organisation  is  well  supported 
and  is  increasing  its  scope  of  usefulness  and  service.  In  addition  to  the  above 
Association,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  maintains  five  nursing  sisters, 
members  of  religious  orders,  in  the  Moorfields  Convent,  and  a  similar  number 
in  a  Home  in  Moor  Park  Avenue.  Most  of  these  nurses  are  fully  trained  ; 
their  duties  include  not  only  nursing,  but  such  other  domestic  duties  as  may 
arise. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Preston  District  Nursing  Association  undertakes  the  nursing  of 
measles,  whooping  cough,  pneumonia,  and  other  cases  of  infectious  disease  not 
usually  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


3.  Midwives  Practising  in  the  Area. 

Thirty-five  State  Certified  midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to-  practise, 
ten  of  whom  are  salaried  midwives.  Fourteen  of  these  are  employed  in 
maternity  hospitals  or  homes  and  do  no  domiciliary  midwifery. 

A  non-medical  supervisor  was  appointed  in  November,  1937. 


4.  National  Health  Insurance. 

Mr.  W.  Leyland,  Clerk  to  the  Preston  Insurance  Committee,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  information. 

The  number  of  persons  in  the  County  Borough  area  entitled  to  Medical 
Benefit  on  31st  December,  1939,  was  62,184.  Of  this  number  61,669  were 
members  of  Approved  Societies,  the  remaining  515  being  Deposit  Contributors. 
The  total  is  a  decrease  of  207  on  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  62,391. 

The  mean  number  of  insured  persons  actually  on  doctors’  lists  for  the  year 
was  58,757,  and  the  number  on  the  list  of  Approved  Institutions  was  1,557. 


9 


In  1939  the  number  of  prescriptions  issued  was  284,322,  and  was  an 
increase  of  678  on  the  1938  figure.  The  average  number  of  prescriptions 
issued  per  insured  person  was  4.84  as  compared  with  4.99  for  1938  and  5.62 
for  1937. 

The  total  drug  bill  for  1939  was  ^'10,412  16s.  6d.,  the  average  cost  per 
insured  person  being  3s.  6.53d.  Other  years’  figures  are  : — 1938,  3s.  6.24d.  ; 
l9 37>  3s-  io.28d.  ;  1936,  3s.  9-o8d.  ;  and  1935,  3s.  7.99^ 

Under  the  scheme  for  testing  medicines  and  appliances,  nine  tests  were 
taken  at  different  chemists’  establishments  in  the  Borough  and  reported  on  by 
an  independent  analyst.  Two  cases  were  referred  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Service  Sub-Committee  for  further  investigation.  The  Scheme  has  been 
considerably  curtailed  during  the  present  emergency. 

The  arrangements  were  continued  with  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary 
whereby  the  services  of  the  Pathological  Laboratory  are  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  insurance  doctors  for  examination  and  reports.  During  a  twelve  months’ 
period  (1st  July,  1938 — 30th  June,  1939)  162  patients  were  referred  to'  this 
Department  and  347  reports  received.  Forty-two  insurance  doctors  made  use 
of  the  services  of  the  Laboratory  under  this  scheme. 

On  31st  December,  1939,  there  were  66  practitioners  under  agreement 
with  the  Insurance  Committee.  This  number  includes  all  assistants  and  the 
resident  medical  officer  of  the  Preston  Friendly  Societies’  Medical  Association, 
and  is  an  increase  of  eight  on  the  figure  for  1938.  At  the  same  date  there  were 
50  chemists’  establishments  in  the  Borough  undertaking  insurance  dispensing. 
This  figure  is  an  increase  of  two  on  that  of  the  previous  year. 

A  comparative  table  covering  the  years  1931-39  showing  the  estimated 
population,  the  number  of  insured  persons,  and  the  number  of  prescriptions 
issued,  is  given  below  : — 


Estimated 

No. 

of  Prescriptions 

Tear. 

Population.  Insured  Persons. 

Issued. 

1931 

120,100 

59,898 

294D3I 

1932 

118,500 

59>512 

287,197 

J933 

117,800 

58,165 

306,926 

J934 

117,490 

56,708 

286,760 

*935 

116,200 

56.733 

285,198 

1936 

115,200 

57.439 

297  A 48 

1937 

1 1 3 , 600 

58,596 

307,019 

1938 

113,600 

62,391 

283,644 

T939 

112,800 

62,184 

284,322 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out=Relief. 

The1  duties  of  a  District  Medical 

Officer  as  laid 

down  in  the  Public 

Assistance  Order, 

1950,  and  the  Districts  with  the  Medical  Officers  attached ^ 

were  described  in 

the  report  for  1931. 

IO 


The  Medical  Officers  paid  1,007  visits  to  patients  in  their  homes,  and  held 
1 , T'3 6  consultations  in  their  respective  surgeries. 


Outdoor  relief  paid  in  respect  of  the  Borough  : — 


Year. 


1934 

:935 

1936 

J938 

!939 


Amount. 

£  s-  d- 

29321  3  8 

39606  3  1 

37928  1  3 

40765  9  2 

43T34  7  6 


6.  Work  done  for  the  Preston  Borough  by  the  Pathological  Department  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  during  the  year  1939. 

3,128  examinations  were  carried  out.  The  principal  items  were:  milk, 
1,033;  sputum,  681  ;  throat  swabs  for  Diphtheria,  etc.,  1,126;  water,  100. 

In  addition  to-  the  above  figures  (and  not  included  in  them),  during  1939 
the  following  examinations  were  made  for  the  V.D.  department  : — 

Smears — ?  Gonococci  1177 
Serum — ?  Spirochaetes  6 

Total  1183 


7.  Hospitals. 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

Mr.  John  Gibson,  the  Superintendent  and  Secretary,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  details  : — 

The  principal  general  hospital  in  the  district  is  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary,  a  voluntary  hospital  of  some  333  beds,  with  a  convalescent  home 
for  men  at  “  The  Willows Ashton  (26  beds),  and  for  women  and  children 
at  Lostock  Hall  (46  beds)  405  normal  beds  in  all,  while  152  Government  beds 
for  the  treatment  of  Air  Raid  and  Service  Casualties  have  been  added  to  this 
number.  The  Hospital  offers  a  complete  range  of  service,  is  adequately 
equipped  and  fully  staffed  by  resident  and  non-resident  and  honorary  medical 
officers. 

The  number  of  in-patients  treated  during  the  year  was  6,717,  as  against 
7,211  in  the  previous  year.  The  daily  average  number  of  beds  occupied  at 
the  Infirmary  was  239  ^  as  compared  with  315  in  1938,  and  the  average  length 
of  stay  15.0  days,  as  compared  with  15.8  days  last  year. 


Seven  hundred  and  four  of  the  patients  were  transferred  to  the  Lostock 
Hall  Convalescent  Hospital  for  women  and  children,  where  the  average  daily 
occupation  of  beds  was  33,  and  the  average  stay  of  patients  17.0  days.  Four 
hundred  and  ninety-six  patients  were  also  transferred  to  “  The  Willows  ” 
Convalescent  Hospital  for  men  in  Fodder’s  Lane,  Ashton-on-Ribble,  where  the 
daily  occupation  of  beds  was  22  and  the  average  stay  16.0  days  each. 
Thirty-nine  persons  were  sent  for  recuperative  treatment  to  the  Southport 
Convalescent  Hospital  and  29  to  the  Devonshire  Hospital,  Buxton,  for 
treatment  of  rheumatic  conditions. 

In  the  Maternity  Department  802  patients  were  confined  and  809  babies 
born.  There  were  seven  maternal  deaths,  all  acute  emergency  admissions. 

In  the  Out-Patients’  Department,  36,393  patients  were  treated,  including 
14,280  accident  and  casualty  cases,  3,439  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  2,361 
surgical,  990  artificial  sunlight,  654  pre-natal,  1,166  pathological,  and  16 
visited  at  home,  688  medical,  1,562  dental,  7,253  X-ray,  1,657  massage  and 
electrical,  743  orthopaedic,  264  radium,  73  mental,  578  venereal  diseases,  76 
asthma,  109  heart  and  484  skin.  The  average  number  of  out-patients  treated 
daily  (six  days  weekly)  was  710. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  Infirmary  was  ,£79,520  2s.  id.,  of  which 
^62,293  13s.  od.  represented  ordinary  maintenance  and  ^£17,226  9s.  id. 
extensions,  improvements  and  special  equipment.  The  income  was  ^82,190 
os.  2d. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Christie  Cancer  Hospital  and  Holt  Radium 
Institute,  Manchester,  whereby  the  Infirmary  has  the  use  of  the  radium 
belonging  to  and  the  services  of  the  radium  specialists  attached  to  the  joint 
hospitals,  have  again  proved  a  great  boon  to  the  unfortunate  sufferers  from 
malignant  disease  in  this  area. 


Two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  were  treated  as  the  result  of  motor  accidents  : 
120  as  in-patients  and  179  as  out-patients. 


The  Board  of  Management  have  continued  cordial  reflations  with  the 
Local  Authorities.  A  Joint  Advisory  Committee  formed  with  the  Preston 
Corporation  met  and  discussed  the  relations  between  the  Infirmary  and  Sharoe 
Green  Hospital.  A  reciprocal  agreement  was  entered  into  for  the  training, 
under  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  of  Pupil  Midwives,  Part  I  at  the  Infirmary 
and  Part  II  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital.  Agreements  were  continued  for  the 
treatment  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  of  contributors  to  the  Workpeople’s 
Infirmary  Fund  and  for  the  Joint  Scheme  of  Maternity  Services,  both  agree¬ 
ments  to  operate  for  the  duration  of  the  War. 


A  National  Blood  Bank  was  formed  in  co-operation  with  the  Corporation 
of  Preston  and  the  Lancashire  County  Council, 
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The  East  Ward  has  been  loaned  to  the  Corporation  of  Preston  for  use  as 
a  First  Aid  Post. 

The  outbreak  of  the  War  and  the  preceding  months  of  uncertainty  and 
crisis  interfered  with  the  normal  working.  The  predominant  activity  was  the 
protection  of  the  Hospital  and  the  Patients  from  the  effects  of  enemy  aerial 
bombardment. 


The  Board  were  able  to  complete  the  erection  of  the  extension  to  the 
Nurses’  Home  (consisting  of  the  addition  of  44  bedrooms,  sitting  and  recreation 
rooms  and  an  enlarged  dining  room),  the  new  building  being  opened  by  the 
Mayor  of  Preston.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Board  were  obliged  to  postpone 
the  erection  of  the  new  orthopaedic  wing,  the  new  paying  patients’  unit,  the 
enlargement  and  improvement  of  the  mortuary  and  post-mortem  room,  and 
the  establishment  of  the  proposed  neurological  and  orthoptic  clinics. 


SHAROE  GREEN  HOSPITAL. 
General. 


The  return  of  admissions,  discharges  and  deaths  for  the  year  1939  is 
contained  in  Table  “  A  ”  where  it  is  contrasted  with  figures  for  the  antecedent 
quinquennium. 


TABLE  “A.” 


W34 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

| 

J939 

In  Hospital,  Jan.  1st  ... 
Admissions 

Discharges 

Deaths  ... 

In  Hospital,  Dec.  31st 

171 

1583 

1377 

239 

138 

138 

1694 

1390 

267 

175 

175 

I739 

1450 

321 

143 

M3 

1676 

1314 

301 

204 

204 

1689 

1429 

283 

181 

181 

i75i 

1480 

303 

149 

Patient  Days  ... 

Average  length  of  stay 

54556 

34 

57444 

35 

55026 

28 

59700 

37 

68252 

40 

59748 

34 

Hospital  Wards. 

There  was  a  gratifying  though  slight  increase  in  admissions  to  the 
general  wards  of  the  hospital,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  evacuation  of  patients 
and  restrictions  on  admissions  consequent  on  the  outbreak  of  War. 


Medical  Work. 


As  in  former  years,  the  ever  increasing  pathological  and  bacteriological 
work  was  shared  by  the  hospital’s  own  laboratory  and  that  of  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  F.  B.  Smith. 

The  staff  of  the  massage  department  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary 
again  undertook  the  treatment  of  cases  for  massage  and  electro-medical  therapy. 

In  November  the  Radiological  Department  was  opened.  In  the  last  two 
months  of  the  year  this  department  examined  179  patients,  58  of  these  being 
in-patients  and  the  remainder  (12 1)  out-patients,  inclusive  of  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis. 


Surgical  Work. 

131  operations  were  performed  in  the  main  surgical  theatre  during  the 
year.  Of  these  90  constituted  major  operations  and  41  minor. 


Clinics. 

In  1939,  391  patients  attended  the  follow-up  and  out-patient  clinics,  118 
of  whom  had  formerly  been  in-patients  of  the  hospital. 


Dental  Treatment. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Berry  treated  no  persons  for  dental  affections.  Forty-five  of 
these  cases  were  from  Preston  Institution  and  65  were  hospital  cases. 


Examination  Results. 

Examination 

Preliminary  .State 
Final  State 
C.M.B. 


Candidates 


Successes 


2 

10 

9 


1 

7 

9 


Classification  of  Diseases. 

Table  “  B  ”  constitutes  a  systematic  classification  of  the  cases  dealt  with 
in  the  general  wards  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  “B.” 

1939 — Discharges  and  Deaths:  1,120. 


I . 

Diseases  caused  by  infection  or  infestation 

Discharges. 

35 

Deaths. 

6 

2. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  : 

(a)  Organic  disorders,  tumours,  haemorrhage, 
inflammation,  etc. 

77 

46 

(b)  Functional  disorders 

24 

1 

O 

J- 

Diseases  of  the  eye,  ear  and  nose 

13 

— 

4- 

Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

99 

123 

5- 

Diseases  of  the  blood  and  blood  forming  organs 

12 

2 

6. 

Diseases  of  the  endocrine  glands  ...  *  ... 

4 

— 

7* 

Diseases  of  the  breast 

14 

4 

8. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 16 

52 

9. 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  system 

101 

26 

10. 

Diseases  due  to  disorders  of  nutrition  or 
metalbolism 

17 

1 1 . 

Diseases  of  the  Generative  System  : 

(a)  Males 

18 

r1 

5 

(b)  Females 

80 

6 

(i)  Associated  with  pregnancy  and 
parturition 

42 

12. 

Diseases  of  bones  and  joints,  muscles,  faciae, 
bursae 

31 

1 

!3‘ 

Diseases  of  areolar  tissue 

21 

6 

14. 

Diseases  of  the  skin 

40 

T 

i5- 

Diseases  of  the  urinary  organs  ... 

14 

15 

16. 

Injuries,  general  and  local 

Miscellaneous 

28 

6 

J7- 

31 

3 

817 

303 

Maternity  Wards. 

Table  C  ”  summarises  the  work  of  the  department  for  the  year  1939, 
but  does  not  include  abortions  and  miscarriages  (see  Table  “  B,”  11  (b)  (i)  ). 


TABLE  “  C.” 

In  Hospital,  1st  January,  1939  ... 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Deaths 

In  Hospital,  31st  December,  1939 
Patients  delivered  : 

Normal  deliveries 
Abnormal  deliveries 

Births. 

Live  Births 

Stillbirths  . 


3° 
661 
66  3 

28 


5i7 

88 

-  605 


580 

30 

-  610 


*5 


The  proportion  of  first  pregnancies  to  second  and  subsequent  ones  was 
369  :  236. 

There  was  an  increase  of  43  in  the  number  of  admissions  as  compared 
with  the  year  1938,  and  an  increase  of  55  in  births.  These  represent  the 
highest  figures  yet  reached  by  the  hospital. 

Thirteen  pupil  midwives  undertook  the  course  of  training  provided  by  the 
hospital. 

Ante=Natal  Clinic. 

During  1939,  573  persons  presented  themselves  for  first  examinations, 
the  total  number  of  attendances  being  4,267. 

Post=Natal  Clinic. 

210  attendances  were  made  at  the  post-natal  clinic  for  examinations  and 
treatment. 


Puerperal  Ward. 

Returns  for  the  year  are  represented  as  follows  : — 


TABLE  “  D.” 


In  Hospital,  1st  January,  1939  ...  ...  ...  4 

Admissions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Discharges  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

In  Hospital,  31st  December,  1939  ...  ...  3 


Admissions  were  derived  from  the  following  sources  : — 

TABLE  “E.” 


Preston  Borough  ... 

County  Area  : 

Bamber  Bridge 

Barton 

Chorley 

Euxton 

Fleetwood 

Great  Eccleston 

Leyland 

Lytham 

Penwortham 

Thornton 


29 

1 

2 
1 
1 

5 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 

29  17 


Total 


46 


i6 


Reconstruction  and  New  Buildings. 

A  much  felt  want  was  gratified  when  the  new  X-ray  Block  was  opened 
in  November  last.  1  his  department,  equipped  with  its  modern  and  powerful 
apparatus  is  proving-  a  most  valuable  asset  to  the  hospital. 


During-  the  year  the  Jacson  Block  was  repainted. 


Acknowledgments. 

This  opportunity  is  taken  to  express  gratitude  to  the  clergy  of  all  denom¬ 
inations  for  their  ever  ready  assistance  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  patients, 
also  to  donors  of  the  most  welcome  gifts  of  toys,  magazines,  books,  fruit, 
flowers,  vegetables,  etc.,  etc. 


8.  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  were  six  maternity  and  nursing  homes  in  operation  at  the  end 
of  1938,  and  one  new  one  was  opened  during  the  year,  one,  however,  closed 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  At  the  end  of  1939  there  were  six  homes  registered. 
Two  applications  were  made  by  the  management  of  institutions,  and 
exemptions  granted,  under  Section  192  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


9.  Maternal  Mortality. 

See  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Section. 


10.  Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and 
homeless  children. 

There  is  no  provision  for  unmarried  mothers  other  than  that  provided 
by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee.  Illegitimate  infants  and  homeless 
infants  are  maintained  in  the  children’s  nursery  in  the  Preston  Institution 
up  to  the  age  of  three  years  and  from  over  that  age  Roman  Catholic  children 
are  maintained  at  the  St.  Vincent  Orphanage  for  Boys  and  the  Moorfield 
Convent  for  Girls  ;  Protestant  boys  and  girls  are  maintained  at  the  Cottage 
Homes,  Brockholes  View. 


11.  Institutional  Provision  for  Mental  Defectives. 

Educable  children  are  provided  for  by  the  Education  Committee.  Children 
between  seven  and  16  years  of  age  and  educable  and  requiring  institutional 
care  are  sent  to  Calderstones  Certified  Institution,  Allerton  Priory,  and 
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P'ontville,  Ormskirk.  Idiots  and  imbeciles  are  dealt  with  by  the  Lancashire 
Mental  Hospitals  Committee.  Male  adult  defectives  are  accommodated  at  the 
Ribehester  Institution,  and  female  defectives  at  the  Preston  Institution. 

12.  Ambulance  facilities. 

(a)  An  ambulance  is  maintained  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  removal 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

(b)  There  is  a  service  maintained  at  the  Fire  Station  for  accident  cases 
and  urgent  removals  to  hospital ;  there  is  also  an  ambulance  maintained  at 
the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  for  conveyance  of  patients  to  and  from  the  con¬ 
valescent  homes,  and  an  ambulance  at  the  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  for  the 
conveyance  of  patients  into1  the  hospital  or  to  other  institutions. 

13.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  are  no  out-patient  departments  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Authority. 


14.  Local  Government  Act,  1929. 

The  administrative  arrangements  under  the  above  Act  were  described  in 
the  report  for  1930. 


15.  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920. 


Ninety-eight  persons  were  examined  with  a  view  to  admission  to  the 
Register  of  Blind  Persons.  Of  these  70  were  judged  to  be  blind  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act.  The  remaining  28  were  not  so  certified. 


Number  of  persons  on  the  Register  ... 

Blind  persons  employed  at  approved  workshops 
Blind  persons  employed  at  their  own  homes 
Blind  persons  employed  elsewhere  ... 

Blind  persons  unemployable  ... 

Blind  persons  not  training  but  trainable 
Blind  children  under  16  years  of  age 
Blind  trainees  over  16  years  of  age  ... 


*939 

444 

30 

5 

5 

393 

51 

6 


16.  Unemployment  Situation — April,  1939,  to  March,  1940. 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Acting  Manager  of 
the  Preston  Employment  Exchange. 

There  was  a  general  decrease  in  the  number  registered  as  unemployed 
during  the  year  ending  March,  1940,  compared  with  the  corresponding  period 

°f  !938/39- 

The  average  number  registered  throughout  the  year  under  review  was 
5,752,  comprising  3,641  men  and  2,111  women.  The  average  for  the  year 
ending  March,  1939,  was  7,918,  comprising  4,643  men  and  3,275  women. 
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I  he  following*  statement  gives  the  number  of  persons  registered  in  each 
month  during  the  year,  and,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the  corresponding 
total  for  each  month  in  the  preceding  year  : — - 


1  9  3  9 

MI 

<N 

WO 

MEN 

Total 

in 

1939-40 

Total 

in 

1938-9 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempor¬ 

arily 

Stopped 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempor¬ 

arily 

Stopped 

April  . 

3,949 

1014 

U993 

799 

7,755 

7,097 

May  . 

3,822 

747 

1,844 

661 

7,074 

8,973 

June  . 

3.736 

802 

1,588 

631 

6,758 

7,350 

July  . 

3,304 

775 

i,44i 

500 

6,020 

7,573 

August  . 

3,045 

730 

1,161 

707 

5,643 

8,009 

September 

2,271 

55i 

1,534 

729 

5,085 

8,044 

October  ... 

3,124 

647 

2,095 

471 

6,337 

7,497 

November 

3,072 

483 

1,756 

443 

5,754 

7,521 

December 

2,711 

35i 

1,506 

33i 

4,899 

7,653 

1940 
January  ... 

2,361 

1,100 

1,482 

452 

5,395 

8,822 

February 

2,023 

1,196 

1,308 

361 

4,888 

8,386 

March 

1,623 

252 

1,312 

232 

3,419 

8,091 

1  here  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  figures  relating  to  the  wholly  unem¬ 
ployed  section  of  the  register  from  the  beginning  of  the  period  under  review 
and  by  March,  1940,  the  figure  had  fallen  to  2,935,  compared  with  5,942  in 
April,  1939.  The  average  number  of  persons  registered  in  this  section 
throughout  the  whole  year  was  4505,  of  which  2,920  were  men  and  1,585  were 
women,  compared  with  3,526  men  and  2,032  women  during  the  corresponding 
period  last  year. 
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The  temporarily  stopped  register  (i.e.,  persons  who  may  normally  be 
expected  to  return  to  their  former  employment),  varied,  mainly  on  account  of 
suspensions  of  outdoor  workers  in  the  building  and  allied  trades  on  account 
of  acute  weather  conditions.  The  average  number  registered  in  this  section 
throughout  the  year  was  1,247,  721  men  and  526  women,  compared  with  2,359, 
1, 1 16  men  and  1,243  women,  during  the  1939  period. 

During  the  year  1939  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  engagements 
made  by  local  employers  through  the  medium  of  the  Exchange  service,  but  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  men  placed  in  other  districts.  The  actual  figures 
are  as  follows  : — 

1939  Placed  in  Employment  Placed  in  Employment  Total 

locally  in  other  districts 

Men  4741  1057  5798 

Women  2230  763  2993 

Included  in  the  above  figures  are  433  men  and  34  women  who  were 
brought  forward  from  other  districts  to  fill  local  vacancies. 
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APPENDIX 

TO 

Section  B. 


TABLE  B  i. 


Ward 

Census 

Death  Rate 

Estimated 

Nett 

Rate 

per 

Birth  Rate 

Estimated 

Rate 

per 

Deaths 

Infant 
Mortality 
per  1000 
born 

1931 

Population 
June, 1939 

Deaths 

1000 

living 

Population 
June,  1939 

Births 

1000 

living 

of 

Infants 

St.  John’s 

11498 

10920 

147 

13-46 

10953 

171 

15-63 

6 

35 

Avenham 

7242 

6757 

95 

14-06 

6790 

110 

16-20 

8 

73 

Christ  Church  ... 

7095 

6495 

86 

13-24 

6528 

93 

14-24 

4 

43 

Ashton 

9343 

8808 

1 16 

13-17 

8841 

106 

11-99 

7 

66 

Maudland 

10501 

9971 

129 

12-94 

10004 

166 

16-59 

10 

60 

St.  Peter’s 

10022 

9457 

137 

14-49 

9490 

127 

13-39 

2 

16 

Moorbrook 

7852 

7350 

122 

16-59 

7383 

85 

11-51 

6 

71 

Park 

13111 

12493 

165 

13-21 

12526 

183 

14-61 

12 

66 

Trinity 

8645 

8040 

.  106 

13-18 

8073 

108 

13-38 

12 

111 

Deepdale 

13774 

13237 

188 

14-19 

13270 

230 

17-33 

14 

61 

Ribbleton 

10392 

9895 

150 

15-16 

9932 

208 

20-94 

13 

62 

Fish  wick 

9526 

8977 

94 

10-47 

9010 

132 

14-65 

6 

45 

Unknown 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

. . . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

119001 

112400 

1535 

13-66 

112800 

1713 

15-19 

100 

58 
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TABLE  B  2. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1939  and  previous  ten  years. 


Births. 

Nett. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 

Transferable 

Nett 

Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

r  i  • 

Und’r  1  yr.of  age 

At  all  Ages. 

Total 

Population. 

of  Non- 

of  Resi- 

Rate 

Year. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

resid’ts 
regis¬ 
tered 
in  the 
district 

dents 

not 

regist'd 
in  the 
district 

Num 

ber 

per 

1,000 

Nett 

Births. 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate. 

1929 

I  26,  IOO 

1967 

15.6° 

1608 

12.75 

x5: 

515 

205 

104 

1772 

14.05 

1930 

126,  too 

1975 

15.66 

H37 

11*40 

185 

292 

145 

73 

x544 

I2.24 

I93I 

120,  IOO 

1881 

15.66 

1518 

12.63 

x57 

3°° 

i65 

88 

l66l 

j3-83 

1932 

118,500 

1764 

14.89 

1376 

II. 6l 

150 

301 

149 

84 

1547 

13-05 

1933 

I  17,800 

1720 

14.60 

1458 

12.38 

186 

3°5 

x5o 

87 

1 577 

13-39 

x934 

117,490 

1670 

14.24 

X5X9 

12.93 

191 

283 

11 5 

69 

161 1 

15.24 

(corrected) 

1935 

I  16,200 

r742 

14.99 

1425 

12.26 

171 

324 

140 

80 

1578 

*4-94 

(corrected) 

1936 

115,200 

I663 

I4-43 

I444 

I2*53 

194 

374 

138 

83 

1624 

I5-5I 

(corrected) 

T937 

I 13,600 

1590 

14.00 

I5°5 

i3-25 

229 

338 

1 23 

77 

1614 

15-9 

(corrected) 

1938 

I  13,  200 

I766 

15.60 

I35° 

n-95 

196 

3i9 

125 

7X 

J473 

14.44 

(corrected) 

1939 

II2,800* 

II2,400t 

I7I3 

1519 

1407 

12.52 

205 

333 

IOO 

58 

1535 

i5-16 

(corrected) 

*  For  Births.  f  For  Deaths. 

Total  population  at  all  ages 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (Land 
and  Inland  Water).... . 


} 


5,757 


Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings 

Average  rooms  per  occupied  dwelling . 

Average  family  occupation  . 

No.  of  families  per  occupied  dwelling . 

Average  size  of  private  family . 

Average  number  of  persons  per  room... 


1 19,001 

30,079 

4-47  ^ 

4.36 

1.02 

3-78 

0.85 


At  Census  of  1931 
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C. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


l(i) — Water, 

Information  on  the  collection,  storage  and  distribution  of  the  town’s  water 
supply  and  on  the  undertaking  generally  appeared  in  the  Report  for  1938. 

Alston  No.  2  Reservoir  is  again  in  commission;  analysis  of  the  town’s 
water  is  satisfactory. 

1  (ii) — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Information  relating  to  the  trunk  sewer  system,  equipment  and  plant  and 
to  the  Freckleton  Farm  was  given  in  the  Report  for  1938. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  complaints  of  alleged  pollution  have  been  received  during  the  past 
year. 

3(i) — Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  34,388  fresh-water  closets  in  use  in  the  Borough  area;  198 
waste-water  (“  tippler  ”)  closets,  36  privy  middens  and  four  trough  closets 
still  remain.  Twenty-one  waste-water  closets  were  abolished  and  replaced  with 
modern  pedestal  wash-down  closets  during  the  year. 


3(ii) — -Public  Cleansing. 

The  bulk  of  the  town’s  refuse  is  dealt  with  at  the  Argyll  Road  depot  and 
is  subjected  to  salvage  treatment ;  the  work  has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily 
during'  the  vear.  Machinerv  is  installed  to  deal  with  unsound  meat,  fish  and 

o  J  J  1 

offal. 

3(iii) — Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

a.  Dwellinghouses. 

Two  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixteen  dwellinghouses  were  inspected  ; 
1,251  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  10  under  the  Housing 
Acts. 

b.  Caravans. 

Eighty  visits  have  been  made  to  such  dwellings. 

All  the  vans  with  the  exception  of  those  occupied  by  show  people  are  under 
agreement  with  the  Local  Authoritv  to  close  as  and  when  suitable  alternative 
accommodation  is  found. 

c.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  17  common  lodging  houses  on  the  register,  having  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  822  persons  in  118  rooms:  244  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 
Limited  registration  was  given  in  respect  of  two  premises. 


26 


d.  Houses  Let=in=Lodgings. 

There  are  50  premises  registered  as  houses  let-in-lodgings  with  accom¬ 
modation  for  a  daily  population  of  502  persons.  During  the  year  no  premises 
were  registered  as  houses  let-in-lodgings. 

One  hundred  and  forty-eight  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the 
year. 

e.  Canal  Boats. 

These  dwellings  are  reported  upon  in  the  section  of  this  Report  dealing 
with  Port  Health  Administration. 

f.  Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

There  are  18  cinemas,  12  billiards  halls,  26  dance  halls  and  occasional 
theatres  and  two  theatres  :  98  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the 
year. 

g.  Drains. 

Seven  hundred  and  twenty  inspections  and  1,904  re-visits  were  made;  518 
drains  were  tested,  repaired  or  renewed. 

h.  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  122  dwellinghouses  and  24  other 
premises  ;  689  visits  were  paid  to  ensure  the  necessary  carrying-out  of  work. 
Twenty-two  premises  were  rendered  rat-proof  and  105  rats  were  caught. 

i.  Stable  Premises  and  Garages. 

Sixty-eight  visits  were  made  and  two  middensteads  were  re-constructed. 

j.  Offensive  Trades. 

The  following  offensive  trades  are  established  in  the  Borough  : — Fat  and 
tallow  melters,  5  ;  fish  friers.  237;  gut  scraper,  1;  hide  and  skin  dealers,  4; 
soap  boilers,  2  ;  tripe  boilers,  5. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy  visits  were  made. 

k.  Pig  Keepers. 

There  are  19  pig  keepers  in  the  Borough,  the  number  of  pigs  kept  is 
approximately  715  and  varies  according  to  seasonal  requirements. 

l.  Factories. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  visits  were  paid  to  14  premises  in  con¬ 
nection  with  drainage  defects,  closet  accommodation  and  cleansing. 

m.  Private  Passages. 

Ten  passages  were  flagged  or  repaired. 

n.  Disinfection. 

The  disinfection  of  464  premises  was  carried  out  after  the  occurrence  of 
infectious  diseases. 
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3(iv) — Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Ninety-three  Council  houses  and  67  private  houses  were  found  to  be 
infested  and  such  dwellings  were  disinfested. 

Forty-five  individual  insanitary  houses  and  houses  in  Clearance  Areas 
were  disinfested  by  HCN  gas  fumigation  prior  to  their  demolition. 

4.  Schools. 

Complaints  were  received  from  three  schools,  two  alleging  rat  infestation 
and  one  relating  to  drainage  defects  :  all  the  defects  found  were  remedied. 

Port  Health  Administration. 

I  he  Port  Health  Administrative  District  has  been  described  in  previous 
Reports. 

1.  Water  Supply. 

1  he  Port  derives  its  water  from  the  town  supply,  which  is  an  upland 
surface  water  of  good  quality  and  well-suited  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes. 

2.  Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933. 

No  “  infected  ”  or  “  suspected  ”  vessels,  or  vessels  from  infected  ports, 
arrived  during  the  year. 

An  inspection  was  carried  out  by  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  suggestions  made  by  them  carried  into  effect. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  landed  from  vessels  during  the 
year. 

3.  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import)  Regulations,  1930. 

Four  parrots  came  under  observation  during  the  year;  in  all  cases  written 
undertakings  were  received  from  the  owners  that  the  birds  would  not  be 
landed. 

4.  Measures  Against  Rodents. 

Measures  have  been  taken  under  each  of  the  following  headings  on  the 
lines  detailed  in  previous  Reports  : — 

(i)  for  the  detection  of  rodent  plague  (a)  in  ships  in  the  Port  and  (b) 
on  quays,  wharves  and  in  warehouses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Port, 

(ii)  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  ships  and  the  shore, 

(iii)  for  the  de-ratisation  of  (a)  ships  and  (b)  premises  in  the  vicinity  of 
docks  or  quays, 

(iv)  for  the  detection  of  rat  prevalence  in  ships  and  on  the  shore, 

(v)  (a)  for  the  maintenance  of  rat-proofing  of  docks,  wharves,  warehouses 
and  other  premises  and  (b)  for  the  extension  of  rat-proof  measures. 

5.  Hygiene  of  Crews’  Spaces. 

Among  the  vessels  inspected,  17  were  found  to  have,  defects  of  con¬ 
struction,  177  had  defects  due  to  wear  and  tear  and  581  had  defects  due  to 
dirt,  vermin  and  other  conditions  prejudicial  to  health. 

6.  Food  Inspection. 

12,453  cattle  and  29,358  sheep  were  landed,  of  which  two  cattle  and  two 
sheep  were  landed  dead  :  four  cattle  and  441  sheep  were  slaughtered  at  the 
lairage. 

o 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Preston  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1923. 

7.  Canal  Boats. 

One  hundred  and  seven  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  13  canal 
boats  on  the  register. 
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E. — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(A) — Milk  Supply. 

The  daily  quantity  of  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  of  Preston  amounts  to 
approximately  7,113  gallons. 

There  are  18  cowkeepers  in  the  Borough  producing  approximately  726 
gallons  daily,  of  which  amount  259  gallons  are  sold  retail  by  eight  of  the 
producers.  Five  of  the  cowkeepers  are  licensed  producers  of  “  Accredited  ” 
milk,  with  a  daily  production  of  271  gallons. 


(i)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Twelve  cows  suffering  from  tuberculosis  were  discovered  during  routine 
inspection  of  dairy  herds.  Eleven  animals  were  removed  from  the  milking 
herds  on  account  of  mastitis  and  the  milk  of  eleven  cows  was  suspended 
temporarily  for  various  reasons. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  457  milking  cows  housed  in  18  different 
premises  in  the  Borough  which  are  visited  quarterly.  The  health  and  general 
condition  of  the  cattle  have  been  satisfactory  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
of  the  cattle  generally  is  improving. 

Two  farms  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  Accredited  Producers  and 
improvements  and  repairs  have  been  completed  on  three  farm  premises. 

The  apparent  decrease  in  the  sale  of  Accredited  milk  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year  does  not  represent  a  departure  from  the  demand  for  this 
class  of  milk  but  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  a  number  of  producers  of 
Accredited  milk  do  not  market  their  product  as  a  designated  milk  due  to  the 
extra  work  and  expense  in  the  bottling  and  capping,  preferring  to  sell  it  as 
ordinary  fresh  milk. 


(ii)  School  Milk  Supply. 

A  constant  watch  is  kept  on  the  milk  supplied  to  schools,  special  attention 
being  given  to  its  cleanliness,  freedom  from  bacterial  contamination  and  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 


(iii)  Examination  of  Milk. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-four  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  examination  for  tubercle  bacilli.  Thirty  samples  contained  tubercle  bacilli, 
all  from  326  “  raw  ”  milks;  18  samples  of  designated  milk  were  free  from 
tubercle. 
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In  consequence  of  these  findings  28  cows  were  discovered  as  suffering" 
from  one  of  the  scheduled  forms  of  tuberculosis.  The  animals  were  valued 
and  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  compensation  being  paid  by 
the  central  authority. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  five  samples  were  taken  from  individual  cows 
in  Accredited  herds  in  the  Borough  and  21  from  other  cattle ;  five  of  the  samples 
taken  during  the  inspection  of  cattle  were  found  to  be  positive  to  the  biological 
test  :  none  of  these  came  from  Accredited  herds. 


Class  of  Sample 

Number  of 
Samples 
taken 

Coliform 
in  o-oi  ' 

Bacilli 

Vlillilitre 

Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  Test 

Present 

Absent 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Ungraded  raw  Milk  ... 

337 

64 

273 

64 

273 

“  Accredited  ”  Milk  ... 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

“  Tuberculin 

Tested  ”  Milk... 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

“  Pasteurised  ” 

Milk  . 

14  samples  were  taken  all  of  which  satisfied  the  pres¬ 
cribed  test — i.e.  contained  not  more  than  100,000 
bacteria  per  millilitre  ;  one  sample  was  found  to  be 
pasteurised  improperly. 

The  Veterinary  Officer  examined  355  samples  of  milk  for  physical 
contamination  by  dung  or  other  dirt,  for  butter  fat  content  and  for  keeping 
quality.  Forty  samples  were  found  to  be  slightly  contaminated,  one  seriously 
contaminated  and  seven  grossly  contaminated;  21  of  the  samples  were 
unsatisfactory  by  reason  of  premature  souring.  In  cases  where  the  butter  fat 
percentage  was  found  to  be  below  the  presumed  standard,  samples  were  taken 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  with  a  view  to  legal  action 
being  taken. 

Twenty-three  individual  samples  taken  from  herds  during  their  clinical 
inspection  were  examined  microscopically  for  tubercle  bacilli  and  three  samples 
were  found  to  be  positive. 

(B)— MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  Veterinary  Surgeon  paid  2,626  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  1,964 
visits  to  food-preparing  premises,  mainly  to  the  Abattoir,  private  slaughter¬ 
houses,  markets  and  shops. 

(i)  Retail  Markets. 

There  are  two  retail  markets,  Orchard  Street  and  Lune  Street.  The  former 
is  covered  but  not  enclosed  :  Lune  Street  Market  is  only  used  for  about  three 
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hours  on  every  Saturday  morning,  the  produce  sold  consisting  chiefly  of  eggs, 
dressed  poultry,  rabbits,  butter  and  a  few  home-made  foodstuffs.  Orchard 
Street  is  used  as  a  market  for  foodstuffs  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  and 
a  few  fruit  stalls  operate  daily  :  the  produce  sold  consists  of  vegetables,  fruit, 
poultry,  rabbits,  eggs,  cheese  and  meat.  The  14  meat  stalls  sell  chiefly  home- 
killed  meat  and  the  weekly  turnover  averages  6,400  lbs.  of  beef,  2,470  lbs.  of 
mutton  and  lamb,  2,330  lbs.  of  pork  and  70  lbs.  of  veal. 

There  are  about  nine  stalls  trading  almost  entirely  in  cheese,  biscuits  and 
pickles  :  the  stalls  are  quite  unprotected  from  the  contaminating  influences 
of  weather  (dust  etc.)  and  the  meat  stalls  are  only  partially  protected  by  canvas 
side  curtains. 


In  previous  reports  it  has  been  strongly  recommended  that  better 
protection  be  provided  for  all  food  stalls  where  commodities  are  perishable 
and  which  suffer  in  hot  and  dusty  weather  from  inadequate  protection. 

(ii)  Private  Slaughterhouses. 

On  Monday,  January  15,  1940,  all  slaughtering  in  private  slaughter¬ 
houses  ceased  and  the  scheme  for  centralised  slaughter  under  the  Ministry  of 
Food  came  into  operation. 


(iii)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

A  report  has  been  made  recommending  the  installation  of  the  electro- 
lethaler  for  the  stunning  of  pigs  and  sheep  :  the  advantages  would  be  immediate 
in  greater  economy,  less  noise,  greater  efficiency  and  less  cruelty. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  was  99. 


(iv)  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Complaints  were  received  with  regard  to  the  handling  and  transport  of 
meat  after  slaughter  at  the  public  abattoir.  There  was  some  justification  for 
these  complaints  and  the  matter  was  pointed  out  to  the  officials  responsible, 
who  effected  an  improvement  and  better  supervision. 


(v)  Fish  Markets. 

The  wholesale  fish  market  is  held  at  the  L.M.  and  S.  Railway  Station  in 
the  early  morning  and  is  inspected  regularly  ;  the  daily  retail  markets  are  also 
under  close  supervision. 

During  the  year  the  following  quantities  were  examined  : —  dry  fish,  230 
tons  16  cwts.  ;  shellfish,  45  tons  7  cwts.  ;  wet  fish,  2,007  tons  i|  cwts.  ;  and 
rabbits,  poultry  etc.,  61  tons  3  cwts.  ;  the  quantity  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
food  was  6  cwt.  1  qr. 
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(C)  — FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

During  the  year  196  samples  of  various  foods  and  drugs  were  submitted 
lor  analysis  and  20,  or  10.2  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  adulterated,  compared 
with  5.34  per  cent  in  1938  and  2.95  per  cent  in  1937.  The  number  of  samples 
per  1,000  population  was  1.73. 

(D)  — ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  OTHER  ACTS. 

1.  Fertilisers  and  Feedings  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 

There  are  eight  firms  selling  fertilisers  only,  12  feeding  stuffs  only  and 
five  both  fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs,  a  total  of  25  traders  who  are  dealing 
with  2,000  tons  of  fertilisers  and  32,000  tons  of  feeding  stuffs  annually. 


2.  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926. 

Nine  Orders  relating  to  the  marking  of  imported  foodstuffs  have  been 
made  under  the  above  Act,  making  it  compulsory  for  the  following  foods  to 
bear  an  indication  of  origin  when  exposed  for  sale,  as  follows  — 


Number  of  Order. 


Food. 


3/ !928 

5/i928 

4/ 1929 

5/ >93° 
8/ 1931 

i/1 932 
30934 
5/ I934 
7 / !934 


Fresh  apples  and  honey. 

Eggs  in  shell,  dried  eggs,  currants,  sultanas  and  raisins 
and  oat  products. 

Raw  tomatoes. 

Malt  products. 

Frozen  or  chilled  salmon  or  sea  trout. 

Butter. 

Bacon  and  ham. 

Dead  poultry. 

Beef,  mutton,  lamb,  pork,  veal  and  offal. 


3.  Protection  of  Animals  Act,  1911  =  12. 

One  owner  was  prosecuted  for  exposing  for  sale  a  bull  calf  in  an  unfit 
condition  and  was  fined  £ 1  and  costs. 

No  prosecutions  have  been  taken  against  owners  of  dairy  cows  for 
exposing  them  in  an  overstocked  condition  but  constant  and  continuous  super¬ 
vision  has  been  necessary  in  order  to  check  this  malpractice.  Large  posters 
are  exhibited  in  conspicuous  places  in  the  Cattle  Market  warning  owners  that 
it  is  unnecessary  and  may  entail  cruelty.  Several  warnings  have  been  given 
and  animals  shewing  any  uneasiness  as  the  result  of  overstocking'  are  relieved 
on  instructions  from  Inspectors  appointed  under  the  Act. 

During  the  year  8,956  bovines,  including  625  calves;  48,875  sheep  and 
8,270  pigs  were  slaughtered  in  the  Public  Abattoir  and  private  slaughterhouses  ; 
176  tons  of  meat  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  food;  this  included  108  tons  unfit 
by  reason  of  tuberculosis.  The  total  was  made  up  of  579  whole  carcases  of 
bovines,  including  165  calves  (mainly  immature),  128  pigs  and  133  sheep  : 
part  carcases  were  responsible  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  total  weight. 


F. — Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

(A.)— GENERAL. 

There  ^as  a  notable  decrease  in  the  number  of  notifiable  and  other 
infectious  diseases  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  was 
the  lowest  recorded  for  some  years. 


number  of  cases  notified 

was  as  follows  :~ 

!939 

•938 

1937 

Diphtheria 

80 

i-t 

GC 

*43 

Scarlet  Fever 

201 

389 

215 

Enteric  Fever 

9 

I 

1 1 

Erysipelas 

31 

40 

40 

Pneumonia 

149 

89 

i35 

Infantile  Paralysis  ... 

I 

2 

— . 

Chicken  Pox 

98 

52° 

107 

Measles 

83 

983 

H34 

Sonne  Dysentery 

1 3 

43 

— 

Whooping  Cough  was  more  prevalent  in  1939  than  in  1938. 

The  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in— January,  1  ;  June,  1  ;  September, 
5  ;  October  1  ;  November,  1.  Two  of  the  eight  cases  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  proved  to  be  negative  and  one  was  found  to  be  suffering  from 
Pneumonia. 


(B.)— ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-six  cases  were  admitted  as  compared  with  629 
in  1938.  Three  cases  died  of  diphtheria,  1  of  erysipelas  and  2  of  whooping 
cough.  Seven  cases  of  diphtheria  were  admitted  from  other  areas. 

The  cases  admitted  comprised: — enteric  fever  8;  scarlet  fever  188  (in¬ 
cluding  4  return  cases);  diphtheria  97  (including  11  “  carriers  ”);  measles  4; 
erysipelas  14;  ophthalmia  neonatorum  6;  whooping  cough  8;  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis  2;  Sonne  dysentery  12;  chicken  pox  2;  malta  fever  1;  food 
poisoning  2  ;  infantile  paralysis  1  ;  mumps  t. 

The  average  length  of  stay  was  23.92  days  and  the  average  number  of 
beds  occupied  daily  was  23.5  (scarlet  fever  14.31,  diphtheria  7.03). 
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(C.)— TUBERCULOSIS. 

1.  Incidence  and  Mortality  of  the  Disease. 

During  1939  the  total  number  of  eases  of  tuberculosis  (alt  forms)  notified 
in  Preston  was  122.  Of  these  95  were  pulmonary  and  27  non-pulmonary  cases. 
In  the  previous  year  the  number  of  notifications  was  147  (103  pulmonary  and 
44  non-pulmonary). 

The  above  figures  give  a  notification  rate  of  1.09  per  1,000  of  the 
population  (pulmonary  0.85  and  non-pulmonary  0.24).  The  efficiency  of 
notification  may  on  the  whole  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  Preston  during  1939  as  being 
due  to  tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  other  was  88  (pulmonary  73  and  non- 
pulmonary  15).  The  number  in  the  previous  year  was  also  88  (pulmonary  69 
and  non-pulmonary  19). 

The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  the  disease  was  0.78  per  1,000  of  the 
population  (pulmonary  0.65  and  non-pulmonary  0.13). 

The  ratio  of  deaths  of  non-notified  cases  was  as  one  to  4.5. 

The  age  and  sex  distributions  of  the  notifications  and  deaths  are  shown 
in  Table  1. 


2.  Work  done  during  the  year. 


(a)  At  the  Dispensary. 

During  the  year  383  new  patients  were  examined  by  the  Tuberculosis 
officer,  either  at  the  Dispensary  or  at  their  own  homes. 

Old  patients  made  2,383  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  for  treatment, 
reports  or  observation  purposes. 

Of  the  new  patients,  118  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  definitely  from 
tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  other,  91  from  pulmonary  and  27  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


The  pulmonarv  cases  were  classified  as  follows  : — 

T.B.  -  . 

T.B.  +  Group  1 
T.B.  +  Group  2 
T.B.  +  Group  3 


38 

20 

27 

6 


91 
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The  explanation  of  the  above  grouping’s  is  as  follows  : — 

Class  T.B.  -  comprises  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  which  the 
tubercle  bacilli  were  never  actually  found  in  the  sputum  examined. 

Class  T.B.+  comprises  all  the  other  cases,  in  which  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum  has  been  demonstrated  at  some  period  or  other 
of  the  disease.  This  latter  class  is  further  sub-divided  into  Groups  i,  2  and  3, 
corresponding  approximately  and  respectively  to  early,  intermediate  and 
advanced  stages  of  the  disease. 

The  non-pulmonarv  cases  were  classified  as  follows  : — 

Bones  and  Joints  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Abdominal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Peripheral  Glands  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Other  Organs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

27 


The  Tuberculosis  nurse  made  no  visits  to  the  homes  of  new  patients  and 
1,585  re-visits  to  those  of  old  patients. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  535  cases  on  the  Dispensary 
Register  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  515.  During*  the  year  142  cases  were 
removed  from  the  Register  for  the  following  reasons  -cases  regarded  as 
cured  38,  cases  died  62,  and  cases  lost  sight  of  or  transferred  to  other  areas  42. 

During  the  year  499  examinations  of  sputum  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli  were  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Dispensary.  These 
examinations  were  carried  out  in  the  bacteriological  laboratory  of  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary. 

Earlv  in  November  the  X-rav  Department  at  Shame  Green  Hospital  w*as 
opened.  As  a  result  all  the  X-rav  work  of  the  Department  was  transferred  to 
that  Hospital  from  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  During  the  year  607  X-ray 
examinations  were  carried  out. 


(b)  Chestnuts  Sanatorium. 

There  are  no  important  developments  to  be  reported  in  connection  with  this 
Institution  during  the  year.  The  accommodation  remains  the  same,  namely, 
30  beds  (17  male  and  13  female). 

During  the  year  73  patients  were  admitted,  50  discharged  and  20  died. 
The  average  length  of  stay  was  109  days. 
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(c)  Residential  Treatment. 

During  the  year  50  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
admitted  to  Sanatoria  (other  than  the  Chestnuts  Sanatorium),  58  were  dis¬ 
charged  and  2  died  in  Sanatoria.  Twenty-six  patients  suffering  from 
n on-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  General  and  Special  Hospitals, 
25  were  discharged  and  3  died  in  the  Institutions.  The  number  of  observation 
cases  admitted  and  discharged  during  the  year  was  4. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 


There  was  no  known  instance  in  which  a  tuberculous  person  was  engaged 
in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  172. 

4  here  was  no  instance  in  which  the  Council  applied  for  an  order  for  com¬ 
pulsory  removal  to'  hospital  of  a  tuberculous  patient. 


TABLE  F  1 


Tuberculosis,  1939. 


Age  Periods 

Notifications. 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 — 

•  •  • 

•  •  t 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

1— 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

5—  . 

6 

3 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

15—  . 

12 

20 

1 

6 

8 

7 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

25—  . 

9 

10 

3 

5 

8 

13 

1 

4 

35—  . 

5 

7 

1 

. . . 

4 

6 

1 

. . . 

45—  . 

9 

3 

. . . 

. . . 

7 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

55—  . 

7 

•  4  • 

»  •  • 

3 

9 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

65  and  upwards 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

. . . 

6 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

Totals 

50 

45 

8 

19 

42 

3i 

6 

9 
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(D)— VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

The  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  is  carried  out  at  the  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary.  Mr.  R.  Cunliffe  Shaw,  F.R.C.S.,  is  in  charge  of  the  arrangements. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-nine  persons  attended  for  the  first  time.  There 
has  been  a  steady  and  marked  decrease  in  the  last  three  years,  coincident  with 
the  treatment  by  chemotherapy.  The  decrease  is  mainly  seen  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  Gonorrhoea. 

There  were  132  new  cases  of  Syphilis,  59%  of  whom  were  males.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  last  year  comment  was  made  on  Preston’s  exceptional 
experience  in  having  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Syphilis.  Thirty- 
nine  patients  ceased  to  attend  before  the  expiration  of  treatment,  13  of  whom 
were  in  the  infectious  stages. 

Two  hundred  and  nine  new  cases  of  Gonorrhoea  were  treated.  Nearly 
80%  of  the  new  cases  occurred  in  men.  17.9%  of  the  men  and  11.7%  of  the 
women  ceased  to  attend  before  completion  of  the  treatment.  These  latter 
figures  are  much  higher  than  those  in  1938. 

1 

Fifty-three  per  cent  of  all  cases  resided  in  the  Borough,  the  remainder 
mainly  in  the  adjacent  County  area. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  seven  persons  made  13,539  total 
attendances,  a  considerable  fall  compared  with  previous  years. 


(E)_ VACCINATION. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  three  public  vaccinators.  Three  hundred  and 
forty-eight  children  under  1  year  of  age  and  15  over  1  year  of  age  were  success¬ 
fully  vaccinated,  while  4  persons  were  successfully  re-vaccinated,  during  the 
year.  This  total  is  50  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  957  con¬ 
scientious  objectors  ;  vaccination  was  postponed  on  a  medical  certificate  in  40 
instances;  107  children  died  before  vaccination  and  107  removed  to  other 
districts. 
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(i. — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

A.  STATISTICS. 

1 .  Birth  Rate. 

Births,  863  males,  850  females;  live  birth  rate,  15.19  per  1,000  living-; 
1629  legitimate,  84  illegitimate;  the  percentage  of  illegitimate  births,  4.90; 
there  were  84  still  births. 

2.  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

Infant  deaths,  100  (62  males,  38  females) ;  deaths  among  legitimate 
children,  95;  illegitimate  children,  5;  death  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 
births,  55. 

B. — GENERAL. 

1,  Maternal  Deaths. 

Nine  deaths  occurred  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  three  of  which 
were  allocated  to  outside  districts. 

Six  Preston  women  died  during  1939  as  a  result  of  pregnancy  or  child¬ 
birth.  Two  deaths  were  the  result  of  puerperal  sepsis;  one  from  haemorrhage; 
one  from  a  pulmonary  embolus  following  caesarean  section  ;  one  from  obstetric 
shock  ;  and  one  was  due  to  toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 

Of  the  women  who>  died  from  puerperal  sepsis,  one  had  some  haemorrhage 
before  and  during  her  confinement ;  she  was  delivered  in  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary  and  all  aseptic  precautions  were  observed.  She  was  given  a 
blood  transfusion  but  died  the  day  after  delivery.  She  had  had  adequate 
ante-natal  care  and  there  was  no  indication  of  the  source  of  infection.  The 
other  case  of  sepsis  resulted  from  a  septic  abortion. 

The  death  from  haemorrhage  was  due  to  a  placenta  prsevia.  The  patient 
attended  the  ante-natal  clinic  and  suffered  from  bronchitis  and  heart  disease 
during  her  pregnancy.  The  bronchitis  cleared  up  but  the  heart  condition 
did  not  improve.  The  haemorrhage  during  her  confinement  was  considerable 
in  spite  of  treatment.  After  delivery  she  was  given  a  blood  transfusion  but 
died  the  same  day. 

The  woman  who  died  from  a  pulmonary  embolus  collapsed  suddenly 
after  a  successful  operation  of  caesarean  section.  She  had  had  slight  toxaemia 
during  her  pregnancy  but  this  had  cleared  up  before  delivery.  Her  condition 
just  after  the  operation  was  satisfactory  and  the  collapse  did  not  occur  till 
three  days  after  delivery. 

The  case  of  obstetric  shock  resulted  from  the  patient’s  uterus  becoming 
inverted  after  delivery  and  causing  great  shock.  She  was  immediately  trans¬ 
ferred  to  hospital  but  by  the  time  she  arrived  there  she  was  very  collapsed  and 
died  soon  after  in  spite  of  restorative  measures. 
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One  case  died  as  a  result  of  toxaemia  of  pregnancy.  She  died  from 
haemorrhage  at  the  confinement  resulting  from  toxaemia.  She  had 

some  ante-natal  supervision  by  the  midwife  but  had  been  bleeding  for  some 
time  before  she  sent  for  the  midwife  and  had  quite  a  sharp  haemorrhage  just 
as  she  arrived.  She  was  transferred  to  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  where  she 
had  suitable  treatment,  but  died  soon  after  delivery. 


In  addition  to  these  six  maternal  deaths,  there  were  three  deaths 
associated  with  pregnancy  or  childbirth.  One  of  these  was  a  woman  who 
collapsed  suddenly  after  an  abortion.  .She  had  a  congenital  cardiac  condition 
and  kidney  disease. 


The  second  case  died  in  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  of  cardiac  failure  resulting 
from  hyperemesis  gravidarum  (persistent  vomiting  of  pregnancy).  She  was 
four  months  pregnant  and  had  been  vomiting  for  some  time  before  admission. 
Her  condition  deteriorated  in  spite  of  treatment  and  she  died  suddenly. 


The  third  case  died  from  pulmonary  oedema  following  an  operation  for 
appendicitis,  in  Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  She  also  had  some  paralysis  of  the 
bowel  after  her  operation.  Labour  was  induced  to  improve  this  condition, 
but  soon  after,  the  lung  condition  developed,  causing  her  death. 

The  maternal  death  rate,  3.50  per  1,000  registered  live  births,  or  3.34 
including  still-births. 


2.  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Fifteen  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  :  Preston  Royal  Infirmary, 
4;  private  houses,  7;  and  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  4. 

A  case  of  chronic  endocarditis  (St.  Joseph’s  Hospital),  died  from  her  car¬ 
diac  condition  nearly  three  months  after  confinement.  All  the  other  cases 
recovered. 


Five  cases  were  transferred  to  Sharoe  Green  Hospital.  Patients  delivered 
in  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  or  .St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  respectively  were  treated 
there. 


3.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Seven  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  ;  six  cases  occurring 
at  home  and  one  in  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital.  Two  cases  were  treated  at  home, 
four  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  one  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital. 
All  the  cases  recovered  wfith  no  impairment  of  vision. 
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4.  Stillbirths. 

I  here  were  84  stillbirths  registered  in  1939,  of  which  61  were  notified, 
20  occurring  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  21  at  home,  1  3  at  Sharoe  Green 
Hospital,  and  5  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital. 


5.  Inspection  of  Midwives. 

I  hirty-five  midwives,  including  ten  municipal  midwives,  gave  notice  of 
intention  to  practise. 

The  number  of  deliveries  performed  by  the  municipal  midwives  was  729, 
and  by  those  in  private  practice,  62. 

Medical  aid  was  sought  by  midwives,  in  accordance  with  Rule  E  (12)  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board,  in  207  cases. 

Free  midwife  granted  in  91  instances,  and  assistance  in  providing  a  mid¬ 
wife  in  37.  Home  helps  were  provided  in  7  instances,  and  assistance  in 
providing  such  in  2  instances.  The  whole  cost  of  a  doctor  was  provided  in 
65  instances,  and  part  cost  in  5  instances. 


6.  Inspection  of  Nursing  Homes. 

At  the  end  of  1938  there  were  six  registered  nursing  homes.  During 
the  year  one  other  was  registered,  and  one  closed.  Twenty-four  inspections  were 
made. 


7.  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

There  were  eight  Infant  Welfare  Centres  held  weekly  in  1939  until  the 
beginning  of  the  war  in  September.  Cuttle  Street  Clinic  was  then  taken  over 
as  a  First  Aid  Post,  and  the  two  clinics  which  were  held  there  had  to  be 
merged  into  one,  and  was  held  at  Deepdale  Mill  Street  Clinic. 

This  arrangement  was  not  very  satisfactory,  and  two  clinics  were  opened 
at  St.  Matthew’s  Vicarage,  Fishwick  View,  in  January,  [940. 

There  were  28,268  attendances  made  (28,313  in  1938).  1,369  infants 

attended  for  the  first  time,  thus  84%  of  the  notified  live  births  attended  one 
of  the  infant  welfare  centres  at  least  once.  (England  and  Wales  66.5%  in 

1937)- 
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Sale  of  Dried  Milk,  etc.,  at  the  Centres. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  value  of  goods  sold  at  cost  price,  from  ^635 
ir.  1938  to  £807  in  1939.  There  was  also  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  food, 
mainly  liquid  milk,  supplied  free  to  nursing  and  expectant  mothers,  and  to 
children  under  five.  The  cost  was  ^,3,254  (liquid  milk  ^.2, 75°)  as  compared 
with  ^3,069  last  year. 


8.  Ante=Natal  and  Post=Natal  Centres. 

^10  expectant  mothers  made  1613  attendances  at  the  Corporation  Ante¬ 
natal  centres,  and  146  mothers  made  200  attendances  at  Post-natal  Centres. 


9.  Massage. 


88  new  cases  and  167  old  cases  received  3,048  treatments.  Of  the  155 
discharges  from  various  clinics,  65  failed  to  complete  course  of  treatment, 
w  hile  90  were  discharged  as  cured  or  very  much  improved. 

76  patients  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

10.  Artificial  Sunlight. 

136  now  cases  and  39  old  patients  received  2,112  treatments.  The 
attendances  are  on  the  up-grade. 


11.  Dental  Treatment. 

This  work  suffered  considerable  dislocation  by  reason  of  war  conditions, 
and  only  two  thirds  of  the  number  attended  compared  with  previous  years. 


12.  Infant  Life  Protection. 

There  were  12  boarded-out  children  in  Preston  under  observation  during 
the  year.  The  health  visitors  paid  54  visits. 


18.  Voluntary  Workers. 

Voluntary  workers  have  organised  the  free  dinner  scheme  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers.  During  the  year,  5,392  free  dinners  were  given  to  186 
mothers. 

25  mothers  and  45  children  had  a  fortnight’s  holiday  at  Southport,  and 
j8  mothers  and  78  children  a  week  at  Fleetwood, 


14.  Maternity  Institutions. 
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124  applications  were  received  for  a  bed  in  Sharoe  Green  Maternity  Home. 
In  64  of  these  the  whole  cost  was  granted,  in  37  cases  part  cost  was  granted, 
and  in  23  applications  no  assistance  was  given.  Two  applications  were 
received  in  respect  of  a  bed  in  the  Maternity  Hospital  at  the  Royal  Infirmary. 
The  total  cost  of  this  service  was  £506. 

15.  Work  of  the  Health  Visitors. 

847  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers,  10,039  to  children  under  1  year 
of  age,  and  14,365  to  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years.  There 
lias  been  a  noticeable  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease.  573  cases 
were  visited.  In  all,  25,930  visits  have  been  paid  by  the  health  visitors. 

For  four  days  at  the  beginning  of  September  the  Health  Visitors  and 
School  Nurses  were  engaged  in  assisting  with  the  medical  examination  of 
the  children  who  were  evacuated  from  Manchester  and  Liverpool  to  the  sur¬ 
rounding  districts  of  Preston. 

Several  courses  of  lectures  have  been  given  to  the  voluntary  helpers  in 
connection  with  the  canteen  shelters. 


TABLE  G.  i. 


Infantile  Mortality,  1939. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

• 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1  Month. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

1 

All  Causes  : — 

Certified  . 

43 

5 

3 

2 

53 

13 

18 

10 

5 

99 

Uncertified  . 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

M 

F 

Small  Pox  . 

•  •  • 

... 

Chicken  Pox  . 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

Measles  . 

•  .  . 

. . . 

•  it 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

... 

.  .  . 

in 

Whooping  Cough  . 

... 

1 

I 

7 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . 

.  .  . 

.  •  • 

Erysipelas  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

. . . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

I 

...  . 

1 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

... 

2 

...  1 

2 

Convulsions  . 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

I 

1 

4 

1 

Laryngitis  . 

«  •  • 

... 

... 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

I 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

•  •  « 

i 

I 

3 

7 

4 

1 

1 1 

5 

Diarrhoea  . 

I 

I 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

Enteritis  . 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

2 

5 

1 

a  tfpiH  s 

•  .  • 

Syphilis  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

Rickets  . 

Suffocation,  overlying  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Injury  at  Birth  . 

I 

I 

. . . 

•  •  • 

1 

Atelectasis  . 

3 

i 

. . . 

4 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Congenital  Malformations  .... 

12 

•  •  • 

12 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

8 

6 

Premature  Birth  . 

20 

3 

2 

I 

26 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

19 

8 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

•  •  • 

i 

I 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

...  1 

1 

1 

Other  causes  . 

5 

•  •  • 

5 

4 

1 

1 

... 

4 

7 

Total . 

43 

5 

3 

2 

53 

14 

18 

10 

5 

63 

37 

- 

. 
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